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Chemical soup’ 
n the classroom 


Tracey Tyler Toronto Star 


Ashley George is 6 years old, but she 
lerstands 35 well asa scientist what 
Iuted classroom air can do. The Mis 
auga girl has phoned her mother 
m school, crying about headaches 
{begging la come home. 
dun and Delby Marton vw lo kevp 
ir son, Ryan, 7, out of his Etobicoke 
Ni¢ school until air pollution is cleans 
up. The boy he ame “hypee and his 
fxs drapped as the sehoul’s cas bon 
side count rose anid muuld levels 
sped to 12 Uses the limi consider ce 
rable. 
truce and Rarbara Small, werrivd 
Ht classroom: pollution, taok their 
uthter Coralyn, naw 12, oul of kitit 
vrten in Usbridge and began (ulus 
hee at boine, The child sullered fre 
al headaches when she started 
wle Tat a regular school tast fall, so 
went back to hume (uloring last 
« 
Jasscoom pollution bits children wit 
vre allergies hardest, although soni 
: as carbus sienute 
valfect all students, experts say. 


Parents warry 


The classroom represents a chetni: 
soup,” says Greg Finlaysan, chat 
n of the Ontaria Interagency Wark 
vupon Pollution in Bducation, 
v set ty by five school boards and the 
onto health departinent, 

a Metra, York Region and Peel Re 
A, soaring levels of carbon dioxide 
uld and other pollutants in sebe 
worrying parents, They fear th 
tren's learning abilities are being 
waired, 

loadaches, dizziness, rashes, exhae: 
9, noschleeds, shortterm memory 
. courhs and vision problems are 
wing up in Metro-area. chikdres:. 


+f ventilation iit portable classrooms * 


Solder schools is bring blamed 
a all schaois, cleaning solvents, ar: 
plies and even chalk are an the hil 
for children who are asthmatic az 
c allergies. In Narth York, some stu- 
us wilh severe allergies are bringing 
table medical inhalers to schoo., 
Jie hoard officiats say. 
MC Sts. Martha and Mary separate 
tool in Mississauga, the Untari Res 
ich Foundation last week found ear: 
a dioxide counts af wpe ta three tines 
* normal level linked with fu-like 
nptams, 
dufferin-Peel Roman Catholic Sepa 
¢ School Board officials say (hr 
Wy upgrade ventilation in the prableny 
tabies, 
and the Fiebicake Hoard of Exduea 
plans a £12 million overhaul af the 
systent at Humber Valley. Village 


Ar pollution is causing 

health problems ranging 
from headaches to rashes 
to brief loss of memory 


High carbon dioxide lovels im his portable classroom have altecied tan Simpson, 10, who sull stud 


public school, where excess carbon 
dioxide and mould have beer tainting 
nine classrourns, 

Experts say Une problem doesn’t stop 
there, 

School children across Ontario have 
chronic health problems caused by 
classroom air pollution, the interagency 
working xroup says, bul education 
iministry officials are doing little about 
iL 

Ala Kilchener high school, the 
Waterloo County Board of Education 
has taken the unusual step of apening a 
pollulion-free classroom far students 
with severe reactions ta chemicals and 
synthetics. Constructed af nan-toxig 
materials with a sealed cement Moor, 
(he two-year-old experimental class: 
Foor is the only one of ils kind in North 
America : 

Parents are questioning the need for 


in tare ob 
aco and Barbara Small had to lake daughicr Caralyn out of kindergat 
cand tutor her at home, After suttizing headaches in Grade 7 at a regular 
rool, she’s now studying at home aqam, 


such drastic measures. 

Instead, parent groups in Metro, 
York and Peel regiuns are urnsng the 
pravinee Le set clean-air guidelines for 
schoals and begin regular air-lesting 
Programs U year, 

They want the province to review the 
vse of 6,50 portable classranms, cited 
by parents in Yurk and Perel asa lead: 
Ing source of poligtinn caused by pour 
ventilation and chemical fumes fom 
carpets and prefabricated construction 
materials, 

Teachers and ather workers are pro- 
lected from unsafe jolr siles by the Oc- 
pational Health and Safety Act, Fins 
ys. Adults 


for the eths atte 
Darlene Kuski says. “1 luved 


my je 

Ontario's ronmental Protection 
Act has no air-qualiy: puideli vs 
Kathy Cooper, a fawyer with (he Can. 
dian Environmental Law Association. 
Labor ministry air standards for indus: 
trial workplaces are “completely out of 
Tine” because children are acutely sensi- 
live, she adds. 


Children stuck 


A child really doesn't have a re- 
course,” say's cnvironmentat consultant 
Neuce Sinai. “Children are literally 
under the control of school and their 
parents." 

Smal canducted a 
school pollution for the 
of Eslucation three years af 
97 sources of heaitiv-threalen 
lion in 27 Toronto schouls, T 
cluded carbon dioxide, carpet ghie, 
fumes from art supplies, felt peas, cock: 
foach and lerinite spr. a0 
cr, floor polish, 5 ne, 
acighborhood industrial pailution, 
Pholucopy paper and the fumes from 
school buses, 

Small a 
Caralyn 


jor study. of 
vurento Beard 
He found 
polly: 
ese tte 


his wile took dauphter 
of kindergarten at Guod- 


“We noticed she was a lat mere sub- 


eat Gluten Tyee SAM. 


5 there, 


dued and spaced out at school than at 
home, a5 a Fesuit of foxins and perfume 


oders in her classroom,” say's Savall, 
who taught bis daughter at home under 
3 luloriay program approved by: the 


Durham Board of Education, 

Carolyn began getting he. ns 
when she (led Uy jain (ienits in Grade 7 
al Juseph Gould senior public seheot 
lwo months ago. She has returned to 
home schooling, which Sinatl 
strelch out until she finishes, 


More portables 


Ruth Ganby of the Human Rents 
Foundation ih Hounilon cays concern 
over classtonin pollutin is procyplang 3 
geewing number af parents in Metro 
Jind across Qatar ia to pull Hers children 
from inainstream schoals aad s 
home tutoring: 

Staal) was able lo teseb his dau 
beewuse he asd lis wile werk 
their home. He says hat eption is be 
yond the reach of many parents, who 
would have (a pay for liters or give up 
at least one job. 

Small’s report of his study fisted 10 
recommendations. These iacludrd set: 
ling up pollution-free classrooms and 
adopting air-quality guidelines, 

The government has barely budged, 
he says. 

The education ministry is reviewing 
the issue, thil has no plans Lo set clean: 
ait guidehnes for schools, assistant 
deputy minister Dina Patarzi says. 

Meanwhile, John Rankin, the minis: 
try’s chief architect, say's an additional 
800 portable classrausns witl he added 
to the slock by! this Seplember ta cope 
with an education system that is burst” 
ing al the seams, 

Devised 30 years ago as temporary 
claysraoms, the $27,000 portables are na 
longer viewer by the ministry asa cost= 
saving measure, ankm says, 

The prefabricated units — sometimes 
joined in groups called portapacs — 
must mect the same dulding coe 
slandacds as brick-aad-anostar wehouls, 
so they are considered sate, Rankin 
says, 

That doesn't reassure Mississauga 
parents whose childten have speal their 


FORONTO Sit 


Poor yontilaticn and chem 


fuines in portable classrooms 
blamed for ait pollution, 


entire schoal eareers in portapacy 
cause of ministry cutbacks in. si 
coustruction 

One mother, Gerry Simpson, 
son [3a has became drowsy ag | 
Deeaune of hy arbon dixie te 
his port “stm aL Sis Mai 
and Mary sehwel, where levels hit: 
parts pee milhon by 2 p.m, The ree 
mended Inmit is 800 parts per mille 

The Dullerin-eed separate ti 
one oof Une fastestytrowing. in N 
Amenwea, plans to beng ie mace | 
abtes to aecommuarlite nearly 801 
dents this year, bul parents want I 
Jog materials and classrouin ventihs 
reviewed hy Educating Minister ( 
Wari hy September, 


Lang-lerm effects 


Loapelerin health effects on sturl 
Femain uneeriain, says Siinpyan, wi 
calling fot cleanair puidelines, 

What more con whouls do? 

The York fegian Homan Cat 
Sejraraite Sehoot Huard is lesigniny: 
“ecological elassraums” fee af com 
aninaats to pravide relief ta 
yan astiima sullerers, 
ted at St Raber ls Cal’ 
high sehowt in Pherohith and at the 
St Bhgabeth Cathole high sehur 
Varphan, (he classrooms will fallow 
Kitchener experiment by Lore, 
pets, whieh cant ytive olf syathet 
mE aistaage By per allen ps 
ste, fnoe plues, wamtaw: 
parts, says John Capelletlis, com 
cations officer for the boat, 

A $14,000 exhaust system that 
por aL air with fresh ait has 
stuntially reduced carbon dioxide} 
at st. Ann school ia Wichmend iil 
levels are still Lwice the recommer 
fimit 

Meanwhile, the York Region Maar 
Education is considering pullin 
pollution-tree classroom in lwo of 
new schouls expected to he approve. 
the proviace in April, spukesman | 
Evans says 

The North York Moard of Educa 
is also studying, the ic 

Koski, an clcimentary scowl tear 
coup alter 27 years beemse 
Gun to paints and common c 
Toon sulisti in her Toconte set 
She s nl she 
her vawe before shy paced 1 

evere reactions, 


Ta he hw 


ele 


YE someune could give me a el 
where Lknew Eyweonld bes 


chiseroar 
Va be bi, 
Kask that the name’ of 
school and Ube substances net he 
because of an upemning Worker s"C> 
pensation Board hearing, , 

he now advises groups on fost 
mental health for the Human Ecol 
Favinlation, 
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